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In the Claims: this listing replaces all previous listings and versions of claims in the 
application. 

4. (Currently amended) An adjustable pipe wrench, comprising: 
a slide bar having a gripping portion; 

an upper jaw mounted pivotally to the slide bar and a spring mounted between 
the upper jaw and the slide bar; 

a lower jaw, slidably mounted on the slide bar, said lower jaw having a lower 
portion extending toward the gripping portion and an upper portion not intersecting with 
and apart from the slide bar, and supported only bv the low er portion ; and 

a brake lever, pivotally mounted on a port i on between the upper and lower 
portions of the lower jaw and spring-biased against said lower jaw wherein a portion of 
the lever extends longitudinally, and substantially the same length toward tho gr i pp i ng 
portion as tho lowor port i on oxtondo l ong i tud i na l ly toward tho gr i pp i ng portion asjhe 
lower portion of the lower iaw . and wherein a user may adjust a position of the lower jaw 
on the slide bar by actuating said lever and moving said lower jaw relative to said slide 
bar. 

5. (Previously presented) The wrench of Claim 4, wherein the lever has an 
operation portion angled so it extends generally parallel to the slide bar. 

6. (Previously presented) The wrench of Claim 4, wherein the lower jaw has a 
thumb-resting portion to facilitate movement by a thumb of an operator. 

7. (Previously presented) The wrench of Claim 4, wherein the lever has an 
orifice for slidably mounting around the slide bar. 
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8. (Previously presented) The wrench of Claim 4, wherein the slide bar further 
comprises a ratcheting mechanism, said ratcheting mechanism including a surface of 
the brake lever and teeth on a surface of the slide bar. 

9. (Previously presented) The wrench of Claim 8, wherein the ratcheting 
mechanism advances said lower jaw toward said upper jaw in increments. 

10. (Previously presented) The wrench of Claim 4, further comprising gripping 
surfaces on the upper jaw and lower jaw. 

16. (Currently amended) An adjustable hand clamp, comprising: 
a slide bar having a gripping portion; 

an upper jaw mounted pivotally to the slide bar and a spring mounted between 
the upper jaw and the slide bar; 

a lower jaw, slidably mounted on the slide bar, said lower jaw having a first 
portion on only a first side of the slide bar extending toward the upper jaw and a second 
portion on a first side and a second side of the slide bar extending in an opposite 
direction toward the gripping portion; and 

a brake lever, pivotally mounted on one of said portions of the lower jaw and 
spring-biased against said second portion of the lower jaw, wherein a portion of the 
lever extends longitudinally, and substantially the same length toward th o gripp i ng 
port i on as tho socond port i on oxtondo l ong i tudina l ly toward tho gr i pp i ng port i on as_the 
second portion of the lower iaw , and wherein a user adjusts a position of the lower jaw 
on the slide, by repositioning the lower jaw with a thumb. 

17. (Previously presented) The clamp of Claim 16, wherein the lever has an 
orifice for slidably mounting around the slide bar. 
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18. (Previously presented) The clamp of Claim 16, wherein the slide bar further 
comprises a ratcheting mechanism, said ratcheting mechanism including a surface of 
the brake lever and teeth on a surface of the slide bar. 

19. (Original) The clamp of Claim 18, wherein the ratcheting mechanism 
advances said lower jaw toward said upper jaw in increments. 

20. (Previously presented) The clamp of Claim 16, further comprising gripping 
surfaces on the upper jaw and lower jaw. 

21. (Currently amended) A method of grasping an object with one hand using 
an adjustable hand tool having a brake lever, the method comprising: 

providing the object and the hand tool . the hand tool comprisin g a slide bar, and 
a lower iaw and a pivotable upper iaw mount ed on the slide bar: 
gripping the hand tool with one hand; 

adjusting a gap between jaws of the hand tool with the same hand, using a the 
lower jaw and a the pivotable upper jaw of the hand tool, wherein the lower jaw has a 
lower portion on a first side and a second side of the slide bar, the lower portion 
extending toward a gripping portion of the hand tool and an upper portion not 
intersecting with the slide bar and supported only bv the lower portion, the upper portion 
extending toward the pivotable iaw , and the brake lever of the hand tool is pivotally 
mounted on a portion of the lower jaw, and wherein a portion of the lever extends 
longitudinally, and substantially the same length toward tho gr i pping port i on as the l ower 
p o rt i on CT tc ndn I nng i t i Hinn'ly *™™<* *hn gr i pping pnrtinn as the lower portion of the 
lower iaw : and 

grasping the object between the iaws . 
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22. (Original) The method of Claim 21 , further comprising disengaging a brake 
lever of the hand tool, the brake lever extending substantially the same longitudinally as 
a lower jaw of the hand tool; and engaging the brake lever of the hand tool. 

23. (Original) The method of Claim 21 , further comprising tightening a grasp on 
the object, urging the pivotable upper jaw and a moving lower jaw to grasp the object 
more tightly, wherein the hand partially rotates the hand tool about the object and 
presses the lower jaw toward the upper jaw. 

24. (Currently amended) An adjustable pipe wrench, comprising: 
a slide bar having a gripping portion; 

a pivotable upper jaw mounted to the slide bar; 

a lower jaw, slidably mounted on the slide bar, said lower jaw having a first 
portion extending toward the upper jaw . wherein said first portio n does not intersect the 
slide bar, and a second portion extending in an opposite direction toward the gripping 
portion; and 

a brake lever, pivotally mounted en between the first and second portions of the 
lower jaw and spring-biased on the second portion of the lower jaw, wherein a portion of 
the lever extends longitudinally, and substantially the same length toward tho gr i pp i ng 
portion as th o oocond port i on oxt e ndo l ong i tud i nally toward th o gripp i ng port i on asjhe 
second portion of the lower jaw, and wherein the brake lever and the slide bar form a 
bar-engaging mechanism, and a user may open the jaws with a thumb, disengaging the 
brake lever from the slide bar and urging the lower jaw away from the upper jaw. 

25. (Original) The adjustable wrench of Claim 24, wherein the user closes the 
jaws of the wrench by pushing the lower jaw toward the upper jaw with the thumb. 
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26. (Original) The adjustable wrench of Claim 24, wherein the bar-engaging 
mechanism further comprises teeth on a surface of the slide bar, wherein the brake 
lever engages the teeth and prevents opening of the jaws. 

27. (Original) The adjustable wrench of Claim 24, further comprising a spring 
mounted between the upper jaw and the slide bar. 

28. (Previously presented) The clamp of Claim 16, wherein the lower jaw is 
subject to motion toward the upper jaw when the lever is engaged, and is subject to 
motion to and from the upper jaw when the lever is disengaged. 

29. (Currently amended) An adjustable pipe wrench, comprising: 
a slide bar having a gripping portion; 

a lower jaw slidably mounted on the side bar, said lower jaw having a lower 
portion extending toward the gripping portion and an uppe r portion on only one side of 
the slide bar; 

an upper jaw having a gripping surface, said upper jaw mounted pivotally to the 
slide bar and having a spring captured between said upper jaw and said slide bar, said 
spring biasing said upper jaw so that the gripping surface of said upper jaw is biased 
toward said lower jaw; and 

a brake lever, pivotally mounted on a portion of the lower jaw and spring-biased 
against said lower jaw wherein a portion of the lever extends longitudinally, and 
substantially the same length toward the gripp i ng port i on as the l owor jaw oxtonds 
l ongitud i na l ly toward tho gr i pp i ng port i on as the lower-portion of t he lower jaw, and 
wherein a user may adjust a position of the lower jaw on the slide by actuating said 
lever and moving said lower jaw relative to said slide bar. 
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